
N AT U R A L  S C I E N C E

THE UNIVERSE

PREM ISE
Ordinary matter—the stuff that makes
stars, planets, people and everything we
directly observe—accounts for less than 5%
of the universe's mass-energy budget. Dark
matter and dark energy dominate the
current cosmological model, although their
underlying nature remains unknown.

QUEST ION

What does it say about science that our
best model of the universe depends on
things we still do not understand?
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